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find that, after the " large red " fashion, the building and sit
decoration would be forgotten by its present foes, who are by
nature an unobservant lot, and only rail at what is new, because
for the moment it happens to attract the attention of their normally
unseeing eyes.                           z am> Sir?

Yours faithfully,

MARTIN CONWA.Y.
The Times, June 25th, 1908 :

A correspondent of The Times yesterday paid a visit to the new
premises of the British Medical Association in the Strand, for the
purpose of inspecting the statues of Mr, Epstein, which have been
already executed and are in process of erection upon the two fronts
of the building. These statues have given rise in certain quarters
to some adverse criticism, in answer to which a letter from Professor
Holmes, Slade Professor of Fine Arts at Oxford, appeared in The
Times of yesterday. It has been suggested that the statues are
objectionable from the point of view of public morality. The
artistic aspect of the question is one which the art critics may be
left to decide between themselves, but the moral aspect is one of
more general interest, and it was with a view to ascertaining how
far there is any basis of fact for the criticisms passed upon the statues
from this point of view that our correspondent paid his visit. It
may be well to explain at the outset that there are eighteen statues
representing various phases of human life, and certain symbolical
figures.

Our correspondent reports that, accompanied by a friend, he
first examined the figures from the street. The statues*are at a
height of forty feet to fifty feet from' the ground and cannot be
seen adequately except at some distance from the building. A
hoarding at present prevents any complete view of some of the
statues. The only figures to which, in the opinion of our corre-
spondent and his companion, any exception could conceivably be
taken are three or four nude male figures, which, however, are
neither indecent nor even remotely suggestive.

The statue of " Maternity " represents a woman in pregnancy.
This figure is turned towards the wall, and is so high up on the
building that the particular feature to which exception is taken can
scarcely be distinguished, except by aid of an opera glass or a
telescope j and there is nothing even remotely immodest in the
pose or execution of the figure.